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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019 7:00 pm 
 

Members Present 
Colleen Knight Kathleen Couch 
Mark Everett William Kenner 

Rebecca Clark Karen Mann 
 

Members Present 
Cheri Vaughn 

 
Others Present 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
Jessica Green, Administrative Support 

 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 

 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 

 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 

 
IV. Old Business 

 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
A. Major Works 
 
1.  A request has been made by Ms. Judy Van Dorp for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 

replace an existing wooden fence with a 4-foot stone and wrought iron picket fence in 
the back yard of the property located at 709 West Main Street. 

 
Ms. Judy Van Dorp came forward and was sworn in.  She explained that they would like 
to put up a 3-foot wrought iron picket fence on a one-foot brick base along the back of 
their property on Short Drive.  She stated that the fence would be replacing a rail and 
post wooden fence that is rotten at the base.  She stated that you could probably push 
over the current fence with one finger.  Ms. Van Dorp stated that it is about 70 feet of 
fencing in total.  She explained that they found a great fence company in Connecticut 
that makes beautiful iron fences and Ross Boyer will be doing the work.   
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The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.   
 
Kathleen Couch made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Judy Van Dorp for a Certificate 
of Appropriateness to replace an existing wooden fence with a 4-foot stone and 
wrought iron picket fence in the back yard of the property located at 709 West Main 
Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Chapter 4.6 Fences and Walls.  Colleen Knight seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor. 
 

2. A request has been made by Mr. Jonathan Russell for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
construct a 6-foot wooden privacy fence in the back yard of the property located at 746 
West Main Street. 

 
Mr. Jonathan Russell came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Russell stated that the fence 
is a fairly straight forward 6-foot wooden privacy fence.  He explained that the fence has 
a particular use for him.  He stated that he has two small children that are 4 and 2.  He 
stated that they also have two dogs that are on the rambunctious side and the fence will 
be used to keep them in.  He stated that the fence will be of similar construction to 
many of the fences throughout the district.     
 
William Kenner made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Jonathan Russell to construct 
a 6-foot wooden privacy fence in the back yard of the property located at 746 West 
Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Chapter 4.6 Fences and Walls.  The motion was seconded by Kathleen Couch and all 
voted in favor. 

 
3. A request has been made by Mr. J.B. Bland for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 

convert an existing gravel driveway to concrete on the east side of the property located 
at 242 East Second Street. 
 
Mr. J.B. Bland came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Bland stated that there is an existing 
dirt driveway on the property now.  He explained that initially he did ask Singleton & 
Sons to do rock or some kind of pebble and they suggested that he go with the concrete 
due to the washout on the property.  He explained that there is a chimney on this side 
of the house and he is starting to see some damage to the chimney due to that 
washout, so the contractor suggested the concrete.  He stated that the driveway itself 
will be 10ft wide and will start at the sidewalk and extend back to the fence, which is 
about 47/48 ft.  He explained that he does not want a parking pad behind it, just the 
driveway.   
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The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.   

 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. J.B. Bland to convert an 
existing gravel driveway to concrete on the east side of the property locate at 242 East 
Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Chapter 4.3 Driveways and Sidewalks.  Rebecca Clark seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor. 
 

4. A request has been made by Mary Chandler for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
replace the siding on the eaves of the front porch using cement board on the property 
located at 524 West Second Street. 

 
Ms. Mary Chandler came forward and was sworn in.  Ms. Chandler explained that they 
discovered that the eaves of the front porch were covered with interior plywood and 
they are tattered.  She stated that the carpenters wanted to put something there that 
would survive longer than two or three years.   
 
William Kenner stated that he could see why the eaves rotten since the house does not 
have any gutters.  Kathleen Couch stated that the rest of the house is wood and asked 
why Ms. Chandler wanted to use hardi-plank instead of wood.  Ms. Couch stated that 
the wood siding on the rest of the house looks relatively in good shape.  Ms. Chandler 
stated that she thought the carpenters decided that the hardi-plank would last longer 
and this specific spot was in worse shape than any other area of the house.  Kathleen 
Couch stated that the plywood that was on the eaves wasn’t meant for exterior 
application.  Ms. Couch asked the age of the siding on the rest of the house.  Ms. 
Chandler stated that she didn’t know the age of the wood siding on the house, she has 
only been there since 2016.  Ms. Couch asked if some of the work had already been 
done.  Ms. Chandler gestured that it had.   William Kenner asked if they had to do both 
sides of the porch.  Mr. Chandler explained that both sides would have to be replaced.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward.   
 
William Kenner stated that he could see why the carpenter would suggest the hardi-
plank because this area is exposed with the water coming off of the roof.  He stated that 
they will rot again if wood is used.  Mr. Kenner stated that this could be a special case 
due to the fact that it is such a small amount.  He stated that he wouldn’t allow the 
hardi-plank if it was the whole house, but it is such a small portion of the house and it 
does look better than the plywood that was there before.  William Kenner did say that 
the carpenters could slide up the boards so that they are in line with the existing siding 
of the house.  He stated that this is an affordable solution to a problem that she will 
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continue to see.  Mark Everett stated that with the proper flashing and drip edge she 
would probably not have the issue.  William Kenner stated that those solutions would 
be another big project.  Ms. Couch stated that the fact that the wrong wood was used at 
that location was probably the reason why the eaves rotted.  She stated that the house 
was built in 1910 or 1915 and if the siding is in good shape.  She stated that she didn’t 
see any reason why this certain spot would have any more exposure to rot if the proper 
material was used in the first place and maintained.  Rebecca Clark stated that she 
didn’t have a problem with the request.  She stated that it is such a small area and there 
has been a precedent set already.  Ms. Clark stated that she didn’t fell replace such a 
small area would change any of the historic structure itself.    Karen Mann stated that 
she disagreed and felt that people are doing things and then make their request to the 
Commission after the work has already been done.  She stated that with no offense to 
Ms. Chandler, this is happening and it will continue to happen if they allow it.  Kathleen 
Couch stated that many of the contractors and carpenters in this town know that an 
item like this is generally not allowed.   
 
Rebecca Clark made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mary Chandler to replace the 
siding on the eaves of the front porch using cement board on the property located at 
524 West Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the 
application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Chapter 3.1 Walls with the caveat that a precedent has already been set.  
The motion failed due to a lack of a second.   
 
Kathleen Couch made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission deny a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mary Chandler to replace the 
siding on the eaves of the front porch using cement board on the property located at 
524 West Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the 
application is not congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.1 Walls.  Her motion was seconded by William Kenner.  
The motion carried with a majority vote of 5 to 1 with Rebecca Clark voting in 
opposition.     

 
B. Minor Works 
 
1. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

the owner of 111 West Second Street to replace the existing door on the second floor in 
the same style and using like materials.  They will also be installing a small awning over 
the back door. 

2. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 302 East Second Street to replace rotten siding and rear shed roof using 
like materials on the property.  The property owner will also be installing gutters. 
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3. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 307 West Main Street to repair the roof using like materials on the 
property. 

4. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the City of Washington to remove the trees along the old Rowing Club.  

5. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 109 Brown Street to repair the roof using like materials on the property. 

6. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 524 West Second Street to repair the siding and HVAC stand using like 
materials on the property. 

 
Rebecca Clark asked about the trees that removed along the old Rowing Club.  Emily 
Rebert explained that they went ahead and removed those trees because they were 
breaking up the bulkhead at the base.  She explained that they were originally planted 
to hide the Rowing Club and they were planted to close together; they were magnolias 
and they were only planted a couple of feet apart.  She stated that when the 
streetscape is done new trees will be planted to replace those trees.  She explained that 
with the Rowing Club building being restored to trim those trees off of the building it 
compromised over 50% of the tree as well.   

 
Rebecca Clark made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Colleen Knight seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor. 

 
VI. Other Business 

 
1. Tree Policy, Request for Commission Action 

 
Emily Rebert presented the revised tree policy to the Commission and explained the 
concerns from the City Council. 
 
William Kenner made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant approval of the revision of the Landscaping Design Guidelines and 
recommend that the updated guidelines be sent to the City Council for final approval.  
Kathleen Couch seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 

2. Terrell Award Nominations 
 

Emily Rebert explained that staff is seeking nomination for the Terrell Awards and asked 
the Commission to email her their suggestions.  She stated that the Terrell Awards are 
part of the City’s CLG certification and are presented in honor of Historic Preservation 
month. 
 
 

 



6 
 

VII. Approval of Minutes – March 5, 2019 
Rebecca Clark made a motion to approve the minutes from the March meeting.  Colleen Knight 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Colleen Knight made a motion to adjourn.  William Kenner seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor. 


